CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY MUSICAL SOCIETY

The Annual General Meeting was held on Thursday 18 February 2010 at 9.15 pm in St Andrew's Street Baptist Church Upper Hall, Cambridge.

Present: Simon Fairclough (Chairman), Nick Shaw (Treasurer), Jo Whitehead (Vice-Chairman) and approximately 100 members.

Christine Skeen took the minutes.

1.  Apologies were received from Richard Andrewes (Vice-President) and David and Brenda Charters.

2.  The minutes of the last AGM and of the EGM on 22 October 2009 were agreed.

3.  Matters arising: none.

4.  Chairman's report: it had been an exceptional year, with highlights including the Maxwell Davies première, Tuscany tour and two concerts with the Philharmonia.  CUMS I's range of visiting conductors had been expanded with Peter Stark and Martin André; CUWO was thriving under the student conductorship of Simon Thomas Jacobs. The Chairman was delighted that Stephen Cleobury had renewed his association with CUMS as Chorus Director, and that Sir Roger Norrington had agreed to work with us. To end the year with a surplus of £25k, the best for many years, was very gratifying.  Thanks were due to Stephen Cleobury, guest conductors, members of the committee in particular Mark Austin (former orchestra manager),  Caroline Goulder (chorus manager), Jennifer Howells (artistic administrator); trustees of the CUMS Fund, and all supporters from whom £50k had been raised.  An ambitious year lay ahead, including last term's Mahler,  with concerts with Sitkovestsky and Norrington to look forward to.

5.  Financial report: as described on the distributed paper, there were £38k reserves to start the year, increasing to £63k by the end of the year. A profit had been made (though not shown) on concerts.  The Treasurer thanked the Chairman, and also Simon Smart for managing instrument hire whose income had generated almost £13k.  The adoption of the accounts was proposed by Jo Whitehead, seconded by Chris Ford and carried with two abstentions.  It was requested by Paul Fray that in future years a more detailed version of the management accounts should be presented alongside the audited accounts, as had been the norm in recent years.

6.  Appointment of auditors:  the appointment of CKL was proposed by Jo Whitehead, seconded by Claire Pike and carried unanimously.

7.  Election of officers for 2010-11: Fund-raising, Michael Sharp; Treasurer, Nick Shaw; Senior Treasurer, Chris Ford; Instrument Manager, Simon Smart; Librarian, Maggie Heywood; Webmasters,  Aljoscha Leonhardt and Tony Short were proposed by Neil Turton, seconded by Mary Stapleton and carried unanimously.

8.  Approval of new constitution, facilitating the proposed merger between CUMS and the Cambridge University Music Club: the Chairman explained how the proposed merger of CUMS with CUMC/CUCO necessitated a new constitution.  Replying to Alan Findlay he said the Chamber Choir would remain separate.  Mark Rushton asked whether CUMC had agreed to the merger and was informed that they were to hold a meeting about this on 22 February.  Jenny Reavell wondered what CUMS' liabilities would be.  Jo Whitehead explained that CUMC had a few assets and there was no overdraft; CUMS would be able to help them raise funds.  The Chairman said CUMS sought to achieve the same success as the ADC, acting as an umbrella organisation to provide various musical opportunities.  Stephen Cleobury added that he was totally in favour of the merger -  in the last few years CUCO had broken even; they could benefit from CUMS' marketing expertise and even make profits.  CUMS I and CUCO would be able to pool their players, of particular benefit to the former.

Acceptance of the new constitution was proposed by the Chairman, seconded  by Mark Rushton and carried unanimously.

9.  Any other business: replying to Alan Findlay's question as to the Music Faculty's decision on the Sunday use of West Road concert hall, the Chairman explained the background to the meeting and said a compromise had been reached whereby the church in question would have access up to 1 pm on Sundays, thus stabilising the Faculty's finances at the same time as keeping music-making opportunities intact.

The meeting closed at 21.45

