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Sergey Levitin performs Tchaikovsky Violin Concerto with CUMS 
Symphony Orchestra, conducted by Martin Yates 

 
Cambridge University Musical Society (CUMS) is joined by highly praised violinist Sergey Levitin for a 
performance of Tchaikovsky’s acclaimed Violin Concerto in West Road Concert Hall, Cambridge, 
under the baton of CUMS Symphony Orchestra's Principal Conductor Martin Yates.  
 
Sergey Levitin has been renowned both as a soloist and as a world-class Concert Master. In 1996 he 
was the first Russian violinist to be awarded the prize for the best performance of Paganini’s 
Caprices in the Paganini Competition (the acclaimed international violin contest) and has performed 
world-wide in major concert halls with Valery Gergiev and Gianandrea Noseda. His breadth of 
experience in these settings and his passion as a soloist bring invigorating new life into Tchaikovsky’s 
well-loved masterpiece. 
 
Champion of British Music Martin Yates has built up vast experience of repertoire and genre over 
the past two decades, working as a guest conductor with some of the most respected orchestras in 
UK and across the world, and has been described by The Times as "one of the most exciting and 
versatile British conductors of his generation". 
 
Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto, integral to the repertoire of any accomplished violinist, calls for the 
perfect combination of technical mastery and Romantic lyricism. The virtuosity required from the 
violinist left one critic at the premiere in 1881 claiming that "the violin was not played but beaten 
black and blue"! In this all-Russian programme it will be contrasted with Shostakovich’s highly 
dramatic and thought-provoking Symphony No. 11, which was written in reference to the events of 
the Russian Revolution of 1905. 
 
CUMS is one of the oldest and most distinguished university music societies in the world. It offers a 
world-class musical education for members of the University, nurturing the great musicians of the 
future. It has educated such luminaries as Sir Andrew Davis, Sir Mark Elder, Sir John Eliot Gardiner, 
Edward Gardner, Christopher Hogwood and Robin Ticciati. CUMS Symphony Orchestra is the 
University’s finest symphony orchestra, drawn from top student instrumentalists in Cambridge. 
 

Saturday 7 December 2013, 8pm 
West Road Concert Hall 

Tickets £20, £14, £10 
Concessions: £2 reduction of above prices 

£5 Students 
 
Booking: www.adcticketing.com  
Tel: 01223 300085 
ADC Theatre, Park Street, Cambridge, CB5 8AS 

For more information about CUMS and all of our concerts please visit our website: 
www.cums.org.uk 
For more information or images of Sergey Levitin, Martin Yates or the orchestra please contact 
Karys Orman, Marketing Coordinator at ko287@cam.ac.uk. 
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